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EXPLORING THE 
DEGREE OF 
PEOPLE’S IN-
VOLVEMENT IN 
THE SOCIO-SPA-
TIAL PRODUC-
TION OF URBAN 
SPACE

IN RELATION TO
THE CITY’S HIS-
TORICAL-SO-
CIETAL CONDI-
TIONS OVER 
TIME

Why the main streets 
in cities around the 
globe look more and 
moe like each other?

Is there a limit to the 
increasing urban 
growth?

What happens if all 
the people in slums 
just do not work for 
one day? - Nothing in 
the city would work.

What happens if the 
informal part of a city 
is much bigger tahn 
its formal one?

As from 1947, India becomes independent from 
the British and Mumbai (at the time Bombay) is 
chosen as the capital of Maharastra. However, 
it has to run its city management with the 
heritage of the bad, urban infrastructure the 
British left.

Different conceptions and cultural as well 
as urban practices in regard of a variety of 
questions, what is a street, what is private, 
what is public, what is a city and what is urban 
life, are ubiquitous.

The population of India is growing fast, but its 
urban population is growing even faster due to 
permanent migration from the villages to the 
cities with people hoping to find a better life. 
In the big Indian metropolies, however, not 
enough housing units are produced for the 
masses of new migrants arriving every day, 
which results in today’s controversial urban 

Mumbai’s urban condition

Unbridled  urban growth

Permanent negotiations 
and fights over the 
right to stay in their 
traditional homes and 
an improvement of 
the situation in the 
neighbourhoods are going 
on between ……..

People build up small 
scale workshops to win 
money.

Small scale inventions are 
made in urban niches to 
increase productivity.

Every imaginable space 
in the hyper dense city is 
used for business.

Dharavi, for example, 
is an over 100 year old 
self-built settlement, 
which was founded on the 
outskirts of Mumbai, but 
has now been swallowed 
by the city and finds itself 
in a prime location. It is 
today one of the biggest 
economic production sites 
and one of the densest 
areas in the entire city.

The people working in the 
ship wracking place at 
the eastern docks erect 
a self-built settlement 
entirely made of metal.

This production and 
the entire economy is 
subject to constant and 
continuous improvisation.

Almost all garbage of 
the city is recycled in a 
huge industrial recycling 
complex. 

The low density of 
sanitary infrastructure is 
a big problem. At times, 
over 1000 people have to 
share one toilet.

Ship wracking is done 
by hand.

The houses are built in a 
peculiar manner, which 
lies over the coastline and 
the water. 

People have to survive 
under very harsh living 
and working conditions.

The material is sold on 
the local second hand 
metal market

A potter colony is working 
here and adapts parts 
of the neighbourhood to 
their spatial needs.

Open sewage is common 
in many neighbourhoods 
and still a step ahead of 
those without any.

Leather workshops 
produce and sell anything 
that can be made out of 
leather.

Low-tech innovation 
is constantly driven 
forward in order to further 
increase productivity with 
very little means.

Auto-construction to 
improve the quality of 
self-built homes is a 
common practice.

Rich settlements 
are in immediate 
proximity to poor urban 
neighbourhoods.

Inhabitants will work in 
rich households as maids, 
cooks, drivers, ...

A lot of these houses are 
built in the typical Chawl 
typology, which regroups 
a series of rooms on 
each floor next to a long 
exterior alley to access 
them. The alley is the 
inahbitants’ working place 
and serves as a shared 
common space.

On small plots, high-rise 
buildings are built to 
maximise the profit on 
the land.

Many of the 
neighbourhoods with 
poor living conditions are 
labelled slums without 
any regard to their history 
and origins.

Housing conditions are 
poor and often not save 
against the Monsoon rain.

The UN-Habitat definition 
of a slum globalizes and 
“standardizes” the term.

There is political will to 
improve the situation of 
the urban poor, but a 
profound understanding 
of their real needs is 
missing.

The “Golden Age” of 
activists, who are fighting 
against slum destruction 
and for the rights of the 
urban poor in the city, is 
heralded.

Poor urban dwellers 
need the financial power 
of rich neighbourhoods 
to earn money in order 
to survive

Rich people and 
neighbourhoods need the 
workforce of the nearby 
poor neighbourhoods 

Mumbai Metro

Bandra Sea Link

Navi Mumbai Airport

Monorail

Flyovers

The cotton industry is very strong in Mumbai 
and labour housing is built for the workers 
close to the central mill lands,. 

These settlements are incredibly dense, 
hygienic conditions are very poor and in most 
cases toilets and access to running water in the 
households are missing.

Mumbai was built on seven islands and with 
the growth of the city, former fishermen’s 
villages are swallowed and create islands 
within the city’s fabric.

Poor urban neighbourhoods undergo a 
permanent transformation and constant 
improvement through the continuous work 
of their inhabitants, without any exterior 
financing.

The creation of most poor urban settlements 
was strongly linked to a certain way of making 
money. This connection has heavily influenced 
the composition and shape of various 
settlements.

As the poor settlements accommodate 
almost 50% of the population on only around 
6% of the land of the city, the density of the 
neighbourhoods is incredibly high.

Settlements, which were built on former marsh 
land, and who’s inhabitants reclaimed the 
land at times more than 100 years ago, are 
swallowed by the city and become valuable 
and well connected land.

The economic productivity in the settlements, 
which primarily pertains to the informal 
economic sector, establishes not only an internal 
organization, but also creates a connection to 
the outside of the neighbourhood.

Those who cannot afford to live in one of the 
self-built neighbourhoods try to survive on 
the streets in wealthier areas, where they are 
working in services or begging for money.

New migrants from the villages are squatting 
available land at the fringes of the city and 
create self-built shelters for their arrival in the 
city of opportunity.

Urban infrastructures, in particular trains, 
create linear left-over land. This land is not 
suitable for building due to the size of the 
plots and the proximity to the railway tracks. 
However, in a lot of cases it is squatted and 
self-built neighbourhoods are created.

Rich and poor neighbourhoods are strongly 
linked in India; they need each other for their 
daily lives in the city.

Demolitions of slums and other poor 
neighbourhoods are conducted on the corridors 
of the new big urban infrastructure projects.

The new master plan for the area of the cotton 
mills, which were closed in the 1990s, was 
opposed and brought before Court by the land 
owners, and successfully so. Now they can 
build any kind of real estate without a general 
master plan for the huge site.

The SRA - Slum Rehabilitation Authority starts 
a new scheme of slum redevelopment, which 
should allow people living in the settlements 
to stay at the same plot, financed by a private 
developer, who gets construction rights for the 
doubled floor space otherwise permitted as 
recompense. 

To declare an area a slum becomes a political 
instrument to open up land for commercial real 
estate development by upgrading self-built or 
poor neighbourhoods under the framework of 
the SRA scheme.

In the north of the former inner city, the former 
market areas, the mill lands and the eastern 
waterfront are today a prime location in the city. 
Real estate in these areas have undergone 
enormous increase in value and now face high 
pressure from the real estate market and urban 
transformation projects.

Poor and self-built settlements in central areas 
and the prospect of high yields due to the 
SRA scheme projects draw the interest of real 
estate and construction companies. Even with 
financing the new buildings for the relocation 
of the people, there is huge potential for high 
profits on luxury, high-end real estate in the 
fast growing city.

Since there are little to none quality standards 
for the relocation buildings in the SRA scheme 
projects, the houses are built very cheaply and 
in oftentimes woeful quality. Yet, they are given 
to the former slum dwellers for free. 

New and increasingly luxury shopping malls 
are created all over the city and evolve into 
meeting points for the rich society, as their 
access is controlled.

Due to the bad building quality and the lack 
of maintenance in SRA housing projects, 
electricity and water supply are often not 
working after a short period of time, the 
buildings oftentimes turn into what can be 
called a vertical slum, where living conditions 
can be even harder than in horizontal, self-built 
settlements.

As real estate prices run riot, and it is already 
more expensive to buy a flat in Mumbai than 
in New York, the creation of luxury real estate 
grows rapidly.

The shops in the central market area provide 
delivery of almost anything for the entire city.

The eviction of people from the slums and their 
destruction also deprive their imhabitants of 
their work-spaces.

As a consequence of the little improvements 
of the urban infrastructures, there is significant 
political will to further the overall quality of 
the city after the liberalization of the Indian 
economy in order to increase its economic 
power and status.

Rich settlements are in immediate proximity 
to very poor urban neighbourhoods. They are 
often located in former colonial areas.

Informal economy

Hyper dense housing

Slum as a political term 
and instrument

Slum rehabilitation and 
urban renewal projects as 

real estate business

Traditional areas who 
have to face urban 

renewal

New luxury compounds
New shopping malls

Vertical slums

SRA scheme projects

Permanent interrelations 
between rich and poor

Labour housing linked to 
textile industry

Ancient central located 
market areas

Abandoned former cotton 
mills

Rich and middle class 
neighbourhoods

Huge urban infrastructure 
projects

Slum demolitions and 
relocations of people

Slum demolitions and 
relocations of people

Ancient settlements on 
reclaimed land

New settlements at 
outskirts of the city

Linear settlements next to 
railway tracks

Sidewalk-dwellers

Settlements linked to 
a particular form of 

business

Former fishermen villages 
grown in the cityPrecarious settlements of 

urban poor

Slum rehabilitation 
and low cost housing 

complexes

Permanent improvement 
in and out of itself

The post-colonial city condition is linked to 
the fact that it is a divided city. This leads 
to permanent confrontation, exchange and 
merging of the “Indian city” and the “Western 
city” into a heterogenous urban environment 
with high potential forspatial conflict.

Poor, urban settlements are the spatial result of 
a continuum of practices to survive in the city 
with minimal means.

Ensuing the commission of a report on Mumbai 
from the consulting company McKinsey, the 
Indian government follows the idea to turn 
Mumbai into a Global City in order to assure its 
economic growth for the future.

State driven urban renovation programs and 
infrastructure projects are launched to improve 
the urban condition of the city. They claim to be 
able to provide better housing by destructing 
slums and relocating their inhabitants, very 
often to the periphery of the city.

Common to most of the poor urban 
neighbourhoods is that their spatial 
organisation and their way of earning money 
are very often strongly intertwined. The space 
in the settlements is shaped for each particular 
way of economic production.

The self-built settlements as well as the 
informal economy of the city create a network 
for new workers and their families, who follow 
them to the city. The term “arrival city” is 
created by the journalist Doug Saunders.

Due to the rising prices for real estate in the 
former island city Mumbai, urban transformation 
and the building sector become very lucrative. 
This does not only affect the central locations 
but, through the flux of evicted people, triggers 
changes for the entire city.

With the growing real estate business and 
the construction of luxury compounds on one 
side and low quality housing and self-built 
settlements on the other, the city is a fertile 
ground for the new trends in real estate 
marketing, to stress issues of security and 
class segregation to push forward the sale of 
an increasing number of gated compounds.
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